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made by him in the island of Kauai, Hawaiian Archipelago, enable Dr. 
Stejneger to give a very full account of the ornithology of a hitherto 
little-known and exceedingly interesting region. Besides the full synony- 
my and copious technical annotations, one genus and six species are 
described as new, as follows : (i) Gallinula galeata sandvicensis, (2) 
Himantopus knudsoni, (3) Chasiempsis dolei, (4) Phceornis myiadestina, 
(5) Himatione parva, and (6) Oreomyza (gen. nov.) bairdi. 

In a later paper* he adds to the list Psittirostra psittacca, two specimens 
of which are described, and the question is raised as to whether there may 
not be two species of Psittirostra in the Sandwich Islands, in view of 
Temminck's description and figure differing from the specimens here 
described, etc. — J. A. A. 

Stejneger on Birds of the Commander Islands. f — Additional material 
received at the National Museum since the publication of his 'Results of 
Ornithological Explorations in Kamtschatka and the Commander Islands' 
has led Dr. Stejneger to prepare the present 'Catalogue,' the 'conclusions' 
to be drawn from this further consideration of the subject being reserved 
for a subsequent paper. Considerable space is given to a discussion of the 
status of Larus schistisagus and its relationship to L. affinis, with the 
conclusion that the two species are unquestionably distinct. Under Ster- 
corarius parasiticus the probable moulting of the 'nasal cuirass' in the 
Stercorariiis considered, the indication being that "the process of shed- 
ding is as regular in the Stercorarii as in the Puffins." 

Under s&gialitis mongola several pages are devoted to showing that 
jE. pyrrhothorax is a synonym of ^£. mongola. There are also extended 
technical notes on Actodromas couesi, Limosa limosa melanuroides, Nu- 
menius cyanopus, Falco rusticolus, and TButalis griseisticta. In all 143 
species are commented upon. — J. A. A. 

Stejneger on Palsearctic Bullfinches. — In a paperj of seven pages Dr. 
Stejneger reviews the species of Pyrrhula, treating of the following: 
(1) P. cassini (the type specimen of which is affirmed to be a female 
instead of a male), later named P. cineracea by Cabanis; (2) Pyrrhula 
pyrrhula, or common European Bullfinch, which is divided into the two 
subspecies, europcea (Vieill.) and kamtschatica (Tacz.) ; (3) P. grise.i- 
ventris; and (4) P. kurilensis. Their synonymy is given, and a consid- 
erable series of specimens of/*, griseiventris is described and discussed, 
with the result of dismissing P. rosacea Seebohm as a pure synonym of 
P. griseiventris, in agreement with Blakiston and Jouy. — J. A. A. 



* Notes on Psittirostra psittacea from Kauai, Hawaiian Islands. Proc. U. S. Nat. 
Mus., 1887, pp. 389, 390 (Nov. 3, 1887.) 

t Contributions to the Natural History of the Commander Islands. No. 7. — Revised 
and Annotated Catalogue of the Birds inhabiting the Commander Islands. Proc. 
U. S. Nat. Mus., 1887. pp. 117-145 with three plates (July 2, 1887). 

% Notes on the Northern Paltearctic Bullfinches. Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., 1887, pp. 
103- no (July 2, 1887). 
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Lucas on the Osteology of the Spotted Tinamou. — These 'Notes' * 
point out briefly various osteological differences between the present 
species and some of its allies, as described and figured by Parker. Figures 
are given of the skull and pelvis. — J. A. A. 

Shufeldt on Bird Skulls and Sterna collected by Dr. Streets. f — This 
report relates to the skulls and sterna of 13 species, mostly water-fowl. 
They include such various types as Urinator, Daption, Pelecanoides, 
Ceppkus, Sula, Larus, Chlcephaga, Ardea, Nycticorax, Geococcyx, and 
Cervus. The sternum of Daption capensis, with the shoulder girdle in 
situ, is figured; also the skulls of Chlcephaga poliocephala, Nycticorax 
nycticorax navius, and Corvus cor ax sinuatus. ■ — J. A. A. 

Chamberlain's 'Systematic Table of Canadian Birds.' — We are in 
receipt of a second work by Mr. Montague Chamberlain on the birds 
of Canada. This, as the titlej indicates, is a tabular list of the birds 
of Canada, as given in the same authors' 'Catalogue of Canadian birds.' 
The 'Systematic Table' is thus a 'check-list' and a 'table of higher groups' 
combined. The names of orders and suborders form subheadings, while 
the names of families, subfamilies, genera, subgenera, species, and sub- 
species, English names, and current numbers are arranged in parallel 
columns, each species or subspecies thus occupying a line running across 
the page. This arrangement requires a very broad page, but will doubtless 
subserve a useful purpose. 

In the 'Introduction' to this work the author gives a condensed sketch 
of the history of American ornithology, particularly since 1859. He also 
notes the tendency to extreme conservatism respecting species and sub- 
species, etc., among Canadian naturalists as compared with those of the 
United States, a conservatism obviously resulting from a difference of 
attitude respecting the "evolution theory of the origin of species." This 
theory, Mr. Chamberlain says, while accepted by the greater part "of the 
scientific men of the United States .... as an established fact, rather than 
a mere hypothesis," is considered "by Canadian students, as a rule, as 'not 
proven.'" This state of affairs seems to have suggested "that an associa- 
tion of Canadian ornithologists be organized, and that this society 
undertake the formulation of a system of classification and nomenclature 
which shall more truly reflect the ideas on the subject which are current 
in the Dominion." Mr. Chamberlain, while conceding that the formation 
of such an association might greatly promote the advancement of ornithol- 

* Notes on the Osteology of the Spotted Tinamou (Nothura maculosa). By Frederic 
A.Lucas. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus., 1887, pp. 157, 158 (July 2, 1887). 

t On a Collection of Birds' Sterna and Skulls, collected by Dr. Thomas H. Streets, 
U. S. Navy. By Dr. R. W. Shufeldt. Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., pp. 376-387 (Sept. 27 
to Nov. 3, 1887). 

% A Systematic Table | of | Canadian Birds. | By | Montague Chamberlain. | Pub- 
lished for the Author. | St. John, N. B. | 1888. Fol. pp. 14. 



